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TRANSCRIPT BEGIN:

[JACK SCHMITT]  Thank you very much.  I like to refer to myself as the last person to step on the moon.  Neil Armstrong was first.  I was last.  Maybe most recent, if we’re lucky, and that’s why we’re here today.  There’s a significant proportion of young men and women in the audience, which is great because those of us that probably won’t get back to the moon are gonna depend on you all not only to get human beings back there and particularly Americans back on the moon but also to use it as a stepping stone to go on to Mars.  It’s unfortunate that 35 years ago we weren’t moving in that direction, but there are always pauses and slowdowns in exploration programs and have been historically.  And apparently, we have proved that rule.
Today, Panel 1 will consist of a number of people who will largely not, except possibly for Wayne, largely not go back into space or be responsible for others going back into space, and we’re going to try through both our comments and answers to your questions to give you some, some view of what our experience was.  The . . . I’m hoping that Dick Gordon is going to be on the line here because Dick and I are representing the vast experience of the Apollo XVIII crew.  You’ve got to think about that.  (laughter)  We certainly did push the Apollo XV crew to the excellent mission that they attained as back-up commander and lunar module pilot respectively of the Apollo XV crew.  And we had assumed that we were either going to be taken as a crew and put on the Apollo XVII mission or we were going to be assigned to Apollo XVIII.  Well, unbeknownst to us, Apollo XVIII had disappeared many, many, many months before, and it was just not announced until, at least not to the astronauts, until about the middle of the Apollo XV training cycle.
Dick, hopefully, will be on the phone with us.  And Dave Scott, who had intended to be here, had some conflict come up and will not be with us today, but I believe, and Wayne correct me if I’m wrong, he has submitted a memorandum that sort of outlines his experiences that will be part of the records of the group.

[WAYNE OTTINGER]  Is that true, Bill?

[JACK SCHMITT]  That, Bill?

[WAYNE OTTINGER]  I saw the summary of his memo, but I haven’t seen the memo yet . . .
[JACK SCHMITT]  And we also have comments from Neil Armstrong.  Neil gave quite a presentation on this whole subject to the S-, the Society of Experimental Test Pilots, SETP, not too long ago, and that’s going to be a part of our record.  Neil also sends his apologies due to a conflict and he can’t be here.

And . . . the . . . we also have a short comment from Jim Lovell, who although did not land on the moon, did go through the LLTV training.  And actually, I think he’s one of the few that feels that it probably was an unnecessary experience.  (laughter)  Jim might use a comment I’ve made about centrifuge training.  It’s like practicing starving to death, and you don’t need to do it.  Very often anyway.

We also have Warren North on the panel, going to give us his comments.  Warren was Deputy Director of the Flight Crew Support Division.  Right?  Or Director?  Do I have that right, Warren?  

[WARREN NORTH]  That’s close enough.

[JACK SCHMITT]   Close enough.  He and Deke Slaton were making sure the rest of us stayed out of trouble, and when they were unsuccessful in doing that, of getting us out of trouble when we had done something that we probably shouldn’t have, which was quite often.

Gene Matranga.  Do I have that right, Gene?

[GENE MATRANGA] Yes.

[JACK SCHMITT]  . . . will speak to us as well.  He was, along with Warren, were deeply involved in the LLRV and LLTV work.
And then, of course, Wayne Ottinger, formerly with Bell, will talk to us with a fairly broad historical look at the LLTV program.  

Don Lewis will be our scribe for the panel.  And thank you, Don, for keeping track of all of this that’s going to flow from this group.
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